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Division News 
Mary S. Wilkinson 


A joint Board meeting of the officers and directors of the Division for 
1943 and for 1944 was held in Cleveland, September 16-17. Committee 
chairmen were invited also, and altogether sixteen people were present at 
the two-day session. These included Ruth Ersted, President, 1943; Mary S. 
Wilkinson, President, 1944; Margaret Alexander, Secretary; Genevieve 
Dixon, Treasurer ; Mark Peacock Douglas, Irene Hayner, Isabel McLaughlin, 
Elizabeth Briggs, Jean Roos, members; Mary J. Cain, Harriet G. Long, 
Julia F. Carter, ex-officio members; Elizabeth Nesbitt, Helen B. Lewis, 
councilors; Louise Le Fevre, Frances Grim, committee chairmen. Mildred 
Batchelder represented A.L.A. headquarters. 


Reports from officers and committees show that the difficult organization 
of Division work is moving slowly forward. The treasurer, reporting an 
adequate balance, pointed out that a membership drive or a campaign to 
educate members in filling out, completely, the A.L.A. form would help the 
treasury and give a truer record of the people actually working with children 
and young people. Division membership has increased to a point entitling 
it to two additional persons on the A.L.A. Council. These will be elected in 
January, also successors to the two councilors whose terms expired in 1943. 
A ballot for your vote is enclosed. It is necessary also to vote on the revisions 
to the Division Constitution which are listed by number on the reverse side 
of the ballot. These revisions were printed in full in the November issue of 
the A.L.A. Bulletin, pp. 430-431. Please mail the enclosed ballot to Margaret 
Alexander at once. A plan to permit A.L.A. life members, with memberships 
prior to 1940, to affiliate with the Division and its sections was adopted 
unanimously. This provides that life members may become members of one 
section without payment of additional fees and may join more than one of 
the groups on payment of the special] annual fee for that group. The di- 

rectory compiled by Julia Carter and her staff will be ready this winter. 


Through the efforts of Harriet Leaf, chairman of the Committee on Radio 
Broadcasts and Recordings, and the courtesy of Helen Lewis, Librarian of 
the Cleveland Board of Education, several folk tales recorded by Mrs. 
Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen for the Library of Congress were played for 
Board members in the studio of WBOE in the Board of Education Building. 
The records are beautiful in themselves and invaluable as examples of the 
art of storytelling. 





Mary S. Wilkinson presided at a brief business meeting of the new officers 
and Board for 1943-1944. After this the Board was entertained at tea by 
Miss Briggs, Miss Roos, and Miss Lewis, with the Staff of the Children’s and 
School Departments of the Cleveland Public Library. 


Division Financial Report Year Ending June 30, 1943 
D. Genevieve Dixon, Treasurer 


Income 
Cash balance July 1 
Allotment from A.L.A.........................- 
“Top of the News” 


Allotment to Public Library Section 
Allotment to School Library Section 


$ 610.51 
$1220.21 
Disbursements 
“Top of the News” 
Conference 
Officers’ Expenses—President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Representative to outside Organizations 
Membership 
Stationery and Supplies 


$ 507.25 


$1220.21 


(1) Plus any balance in hands of section treasurers. 


New Year’s Resolutions 


1. Fill out your A.L.A. membership blank at once and send with check 
to the American Library Association, 520 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago 11, Illinois. 


. Also fill out the Divisional allotment section of the membership blank, 
write in both the Division name and the name of the Section to which 
you wish to belong. Division and Section membership do not cost you 
an additional fee but must be indicated on the membership blank in 
order that the Division receive its allotment from the A.L.A. for your 
membership. By checking your membership blank you will receive 
Division publications. 


. If you wish to belong to more than one group within the Division, send 
25 cents for each additional group you wish to join to D. Genevieve 
Dixon, Treasurer, University of Chicago High School, Chicago 37. 


4. Secure two new members for A.L.A. and the Division. 
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Recordings by Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen 
Annie Spencer Cutter 


“Through Harriet Leaf, a new project in recording has been brought 
to the attention of the Committee on Broadcasts and Recordings. She sug- 
gests that the voices of storytellers known for their translations and collec- 
tions of folk tales be recorded, and the records made available to libraries 
and schools and even homes. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen has recorded four 
of her Norse stories for The Library of Congress, Gudbrand on the hillside, 
The Princess whom no one could silence, Boots and his brothers, and The 
lad who went to the North Wind. Dr. B. A. Botkin, Assistant in Charge, 
Archive of American Folk Song, arranged the recording and has added the 
records to the archives of the Library.*” 


At the meeting in Cleveland, September 17, of the Board of Directors of 
the Division, there was enthusiastic approval of the project. The Committee 
on Broadcasts and Recordings was authorized to proceed with plans for its 
presentation to the library membership at large and also for the raising of 
funds. 


The Committee believes that this project is worthy of your support be- 
cause Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen is recognized as one of the great storytellers 
of our day, and the Norwegian Folk Lore would be presented by the one best 
qualified to give it. The possession of such recordings in Library Schools, 
Teacher Training Schools, and Public Libraries make it possible to present 
to students the perfection of the Storytelling Art. 


In order to carry the project through it is necessary to raise $1200. This 
would provide a revolving fund which would assure additional recordings 
by Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen. It would also make possible further recordings 
of other distinguished voices and traditional literature, as for example, 
Ella Young. 


*Quoted from a report of Mary Gould Davis, Chairman for 1940-42 of the Committee 
on Radio Broadcasts and Recordings. 


Scrapbook 


Material for the Division Scrapbook is needed. Please send to Frances 
Grim, Cleveland Public Library, all book lists, announcements, and articles 
that you have written. This Scrapbook should be a complete record of library 
activities carried on by members of this Division to serve as a guide in 
planning for the future. 


Public Library Section: Children’s Library Association 


Harriet G. Long 


The officers and committee chairmen of the Children’s Library Associa- 
tion send greetings to all members, and report that they are busily engaged 
with activities which will be described in later issues of “Top of the News.” 
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This is a strategic time to remind everyone that in paying A.L.A. dues 
it is necessary to indicate membership in the C.L.A. as well as in the Di- 
vision. The failure to do this on the part of some has contributed to the drop 
in membership during 1943. 


Irene Branham, Kern County Library, Bakersfield, California, as Chair- 
man of the Membership Committee will gladly receive the names of any 
prospective members. Let us help her and her committee to build up our 
organization. 


Newbery and Caldecott Awards 


Frances Clarke Sayers, Chairman 


Once again the time has come to consider nominations for the Newbery 
and Caldecott awards. Every member of the Division has a share in this 
initial voting. The tabulation of these votes is sent to the Award Committee 
members for their consideration. Fill out the postal card which is enclosed 
with the “Top of the News,” put on a one-cent stamp and drop it in the mail. 


Nineteen forty-three was a rich and varied year for children’s books. 
There will be more than a measure of excitement and a great need for 
sharpened judgment when it comes to selecting the two books. To refresh 
your — the terms of the Newbery and Caldecott awards are-stated 
herewith: 


“The medal is to be awarded annually to the author of the most dis- 
tinguished contribution to American literature for children, written during 
the year just elapsed by an author who is a citizen or resident of the United 
States. There are no limitations as to the character of the book except that 
it be original work, or if traditional in origin, new to children’s literature 
and the result of individual research, the retelling and reinterpretation 
being the writer’s own. The unanimous vote of the Newbery Committee is 
necessary if the work of a previous recipient of the medal is to be considered. 


“The Caldecott Medal is awarded for the most distinguished American 
picture book for children chosen from those first published in the United 
States during the previous year. The artist must be a citizen or a resident. 


“A picture book within the purpose of this award should be the creation 
of the artist, the product of his initiative and imagination. The text of the 
volume need not be written by the artist, but must be worthy of the book. 
It is possible to award the Caldecott Medal to artists who work together; 
e.g., the d’Aulaires, the Haders, the Petershams. The unanimous vote of the 
Award Committee is necessary if the work of a previous recipient of the 
medal is to be considered.” 


The publication date for the awards must be 1943. 
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Newbery-Caldecott Awards Committee 


Chairman: Frances Clarke Sayers 


Officers of the Children’s Library Association 


Chairman: Harriet G. Long 
Vice-Chairman: 
Frances Clarke Sayers 


Secretary: Marian Herr 
Treasurer: Siddie Joe Johnson 
Past Chairman: Lillian H. Smith 


Book Evaluation Committee 


Chairman: Ruth Giles 


Elsie S. MacDonald 


Helen E. Kinsey 


Book Production Committee 
Chairman: Helen Dean Fish 


Professional Training Committee 
Chairman: Elizabeth Nesbitt 


Members-at-large 


Madelyn Clish 
Barbara Bent 


Membership Committee 
Chairman: Irene Branham 


Publicity Committee 
Chairman: Zada Taylor 


School Libraries Section 


Chairman: Mary Peacock Douglas 
Mary E. Foster 
Dilla W. MacBean 
Mattie Ruth Moore 
Edith Serier 


Alice Brunat 
Elizabeth Nesbitt 
Alice Wetherell 


Public Library Section: Young People’s Reading Round Table 
Gladys Burrows 


Discussing suggestions for “Top of the News,” our new chairman, 
Isabel Nichol, says in a letter: “I do wish that during the coming year we 
might stress co-operative and co-ordinated activities with the schools and 
other educational agencies in the communities. I feel so strongly that we 
in the public library field are apt to stay too closely in our little niches.” 


As if in answer to this plea for broadening our contacts came news from 
St. Paul of a project that exemplifies teamwork of the sort Miss Nichol has 
in mind. Eleanor Herrmann, until recently in charge of the Skinner Room 
for young people, in the St. Paul Public Library, sent the report which 
follows: 


“Concerned over the rapid rise of juvenile delinquency and a means to 
combat it, the Community Chest, Park and Playgrounds Department, Office 
of Civilian Defense and other agencies sponsored the Vacation Fun Pro- 
gram. The program was planned under the direction of Mrs. J. W. Marr, 
Group Work Co-ordinator of the Community Chest, for boys and girls out 
of school for the summer. 


“High school students, known as Vacation Fun Cadets, received training 
in recreation leadership, to assist the supervisors on the playgrounds and 
in welfare centers. This program included games on the playground, camp- 
ing trips, dancing groups, art and craft work, stagecraft, storytelling. 
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“The heads of the Children’s Room, Skinner Room, School and Branch 
Divisions, in conference with Mrs. Marr, worked out the following library 
program: 


1. An extensive annotated list was prepared for student cadets and 
group leaders. This included workshop activities as well as books on 
child psychology, community responsibility, theory of play in war- 
time and leadership. 


. Model book collections, based on the list, were assembled for the Fun 
Cadets’ classes at nine training centers. The collections included 
books for supervisors, for cadets and for children. 


. Lectures on storytelling and creative dramatics were held in the 
Children’s Room. 


. Organized groups of children, under the supervision of Fun Cadets 
visited the library. The Children’s Room provided a variety of enter- 
tainment. Some groups also participated in listening programs in 
the Music Department. 


“The results have been gratifying. Many new library cards were issued; 
868 children were brought into the library for the special programs, in 
addition to the regular patrons; the Branch Division, in supplying the 
model book collections to the Summer Fun Centers, served nine centers with 
960 books. The program not only provided activities for children who might 


otherwise have been unsupervised due to the enforced absence of war- 
working parents, but also gave an opportunity to young people of high 
school age to assist in a community project of great importance.” 


This is indeed a heartening example of a community enterprise with all 
members united in meeting a vital need as it arises. 


To recur to the subject of vocational books, Miss Helen McSweeney of the 
Kipling Room, Public Library of Toronto, sends an interesting note about 
their use of books in this field. She writes: 


“Toronto, like Brooklyn, mentioned in the September “Top of the 
News,” finds no decrease in young people’s interest in books on occupations. 
This is an interest we feel we must continue to encourage and stimulate. 
The war has created an abnormal situation whereby many people are receiv- 
ing salaries out of proportion to their qualifications and experience. This 
in turn is setting an unfortunate example which we must combat by im- 
pressing on each young person the need to be prepared to take his place in 
joo =— world so that our hopes for a planned social order may be 
realized. 


“For two years now we have displayed a special collection of vocational 
books in high schools, vocational schools, and libraries. It is a collection 
kept alive by new additions. Although these books do not circulate they are 
duplicates of those to be found on our shelves. 
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“When the display goes to a school a librarian accompanies it and during 
each period that the individual classes are brought to the display she gives 
a short talk, leaving part of the period open for the students to examine the 
books and ask questions. , 


“The information sought on new fields of work is significant of the ex- 
perimental attitude of youth in its quest for the new. The broadening of 
the vocational outlook is well-timed, because the war has brought many new 
industries to Canada and has quickened her efforts in industrial research 
with results we in Canada are proud of and which should have far-reaching 
consequences in the period after the war.” 


Surely there must be many other libraries stepping out of their little 
niches, as Miss Nichol hopes we will do, to meet the wartime needs of young 
people. Share your experiences with all of us by sending the news to this 
column. 


School Libraries Section News 
Mary Peacock Douglas 


At the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Section at the Cleveland 
Public Library on September 18, 1943, many matters were discussed, though 
no Official action could be taken in the absence of a quorum. Winifred Linder- 
man, Garden City, High School, New York, was appointed secretary to 
succeed Dorothy Smith, who has resigned. 


Highlights of the committee reports presented at this meeting are given 
below: 


Reading for Background Committee 


Celia Pope Campbell, Chairman 


Sales of Azile Wofford’s Know the South will determine whether other 
regional lists of this type should be prepared. Amelia Munson’s drama list, 
scheduled for publication in June, has not yet been completed. The com- 
mittee recommended that future titles in this series should be selected on 
the basis of long-time usefulness, and that other media be used for special 
lists to fill temporary needs. Helen Lewis agreed to act as chairman of a 
group of Cleveland School librarians to prepare a Reading for Background 
list for poor readers at the high school level. Suggestions for additional lists 
in this series, subjects of continuing importance, should be sent to the new 
chairman, Helen Lewis, while suggestions of subjects on which special lists 
of temporary value are needed should be sent to the Section chairman. 


Membership Committee 
Caroline Husted, Chairman 


The committee was commended for its excellent work, and it was recom- 
mended that Miss Husted be asked to continue her chairmanship another 
year. 
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Magazine Committee 
Laura Martin, Chairman 


The committee has approached the regional accrediting association of 
colleges and secondary schools with the hope of working out a plan for the 
periodic revision (every three or five years) of the list of magazines used 
with the Co-operative Study of Secondary School Standards Evaluative 
Criteria. The List of Magazines for High School Libraries which the Ten- 
nessee Department of Education is publishing will be sent to Section mem- 
bers in January 


Committee on Evaluation of Material Used in 
Teaching Postwar Planning Units 


Frieda Heller, Chairman 


Librarians in the ten schools, which the Progressive Education Associa- 
tion asked to experiment with such units, are working on an evaluation of 
library materials used. It is proposed to enclose copies of the committee 
report with the January section letter, if it is available at that time. 


Experimenting Together Committee 


No chairman will be appointed for this committee until satisfactory rela- 
tionships with the A.L.A. Editorial Committee and Publishing Department 
can be worked out. 


Postwar Planning 
Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Chairman 


The chairman reported that reactions to the first draft of Postwar Stand- 
ards for School Libraries have stressed the need for fuller and more specific 
quantitative measures and for the integration of qualitative standards with 
the quantitative ones. When revised, these standards are to be published by 
the A.L.A. Postwar Planning Committee. 


School Libraries Section Letter 


Responsibility for the Section Letter rests on the chairman and treasurer. 
Three or four issues, October, January, April, during the school year seem 
desirable. Valuable lists or other materials are to be enclosed with each letter. 


Constitution Committee 
Irene Hayner, Chairman 


The revised draft of the Section Constitution, designed to bring it into 
harmony with the A.L.A. and Division constitutions, will be sent to Board 
members for criticism and further revision and to the membership with the 
January Section Letter, it is hoped. It was suggested that, in the absence 
of annual meetings, special authorization to act on the Constitution by mail 
be sought through a correspondence vote of the membership. 
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Publicity Committee 


Mrs. Douglas reported that Nancy Hoyle, Virginia State Board of Educa- 
tion, Richmond, has accepted responsibility for sending Section news to the 
“Top of the News” for the current year. The committee reported a need 
for publicity about the activities of the Section in educational magazines, 
and at state organizations of school librarians and for publicity concerning 
materials or projects of special interest to school librarians. 


Honorary Members 


It was recommended that a plan for election to honorary membership 
and a special document recognizing this Section honor be developed and 
awards presented at the next A.L.A. conference. 


Pioneers in School Library Service 


It was suggested that the Division Editorial Committee urge the A.L.A. 
Publishing Department to publish an omnibus volume of biographical 
sketches of early school library leaders. 


Study of School Libraries in Wartime 


The group suggested that the chairman express to Helen L. Butler the 
appreciation of the Section for her excellent work on this Study and for her 
generous personal contribution of a number of excellent periodical articles 
reporting on it. 


School Library Planning and Equipment 


It was urged that a pamphlet in this field be published as soon as possible 
to aid persons now working on postwar plans for schools. 


Relations with Division Editorial Committee and 
A.L.A. Publishing Department 


The importance of establishing satisfactory lines of contact on publishing 
proposals and projects was recognized. One step toward this end may be the 
appointment of a Section editorial or publishing committee on which School 
Libraries Section members of the Division Editorial Committee would serve. 


Statistics Committee 


The need for a Section committee was discussed. It seemed to the group 
that such a committee should be established for the following purposes: To 
take responsibility during war years for arranging for tabulation of A.L.A. 
statistics of selected school libraries; to comment on forms used by A.L.A. 
in collection of school library statistics ; to interpret data thus collected to the 
membership; to keep informed of other major statistical studies of school 
libraries and report these to the membership; to explore and experiment 
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with records needed to provide adequate basic information for working out 
school library classification and pay plans. This is the next project of this 
type to be undertaken by the A.L.A. Board of Salaries, Staff and Tenure. 


Professional Training Committee 


The chairman reported from her study of Section committees in the last 
ten years that a training committee had been active for short periods only. 
The group recognized the urgent need for such a committee at this time to 
concern itself not only with training of school librarians through library 
schools, but with teacher-librarians, inservice training, and recruiting. 


Have You Discovered These? 


“Course for the Storyteller,” an outline, by Ruth Budd Galbraith. H. W. Wil- 
son Company, 1943. Single copies, 35 cents; additional copies, 10 cents. 


“Stories,” a list of stories to tell and to read aloud, compiled by Mary Gould 
Davis and Joan Vatsek. Third edition. New York Public Library, 1943. 


50 cents. 

“Library War Guide,” a newsletter to libraries. Address requests to Paul 
Howard, Library Program Division, Office of War Information, 3063 
Social Security Building, Washington 25, D. C. Free. 


“Children’s Books, Suggested as Gifts.” Branch Library Book News, Decem- 
ber, 1943. New York Public Library, New York 18, N. Y. Single copies, 
10 cents. 

“A Goodly Heritage.” Compiled by a committee of young people’s librarians 
in the New York Public Library, Mabel Williams, chairman. Supple- 
ment to the Booklist, December 1, 1943. A.L.A. Single copy, 25 cents; 
10 copies, $1.00; 25 copies, $2.00; 50 copies, $3.00; 100 copies, $5.00. 


GLADYS ENGLISH, Editor 
Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles, California 
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